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Yarburgh, of Campsall, and to my cousin Tindall, of Brotherton. It Avas here where I received the sad news, from the Earl of Burlington, that his Majesty had been taken upon the 2nd, about eight in the morning, with a fit of apoplexy, though they called it an epilepsy, and had continued dead near three hours, till at last he was returned to life by blooding, cupping, vomiting, and several other applications and medicines. His lordship had order from the secretary to write to me to take care, and to cause a meeting of the deputy-lieutenants and justices of the peace to do the same, that no meetings or seditious assemblies should be made by reason of such a rumour. My Lord Burlington had sent his secretary with this letter, who came so fast that I received it upon the 4th of February, about two in the afternoon. That instant I began to write, and disperse letters by several messengers to so many gentlemen, that we had a meeting of the deputy-lieutenants and justices of the peace the next clay at Doncastcr before noon, where, receiving an account by the post that his Majesty recovered, we only granted out orders and warrants for the militia to be ready to appear under arms upon an hour's warning, and that strict watch and ward should be kept in. every town for the stopping and apprehending of such as did appear dangerous.
I wrote before to York, to my officers to double the guards, and to my Lord Mayor to be careful to keep the peace of that city.
February G. I went to York, where the news being arrived that the King continued better, there were nothing but bonfires and signs of joy from, one end of the town to the other.
February 7. The high sheriff of the county, with many of the chief of the gentry, came to York to consider which way to take to secure the peace of the county in case of ill news. That night we sat up together till one